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Trade Area of the Americas. We're encour-
aging the free flow of commerce and in-
vestment among our partners in APEC and
ASEAN and hope to build on the success
of our trade agreements with Jordan and
Israel by establishing a U.S.-Middle East
free trade area within a decade to create
new opportunity and new hope in a region
that needs both.

The greatest gains from world trade will
come from completing the World Trade
Organization’s  global negotiations. We
made good progress since the negotiations
started nearly 2 years ago, and WTO mem-
bers can build on this progress next week
in Cancun, Mexico. Completing the global
negotiations by the 2005 deadline is essen-
tial, because opening global markets is a
pathway to economic success for rich and
poor nations alike. The spread of free trade
reflects this Nation’s convictions. We be-
lieve in the dignity of every human being.
We believe in freedom.

Free trade also serves the interests of
the United States. It serves in the interest

of our workers. We will benefit from more
trading partners around the world. We
want our partners to grow in wealth. We
want them to grow in freedom. Chile and
Singapore are examples of economic liberty
and demonstrate the great promise of
trade. I'm honored to sign into law these
two pieces of legislation implementing our
free trade agreements with our friends
Chile and Singapore.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Chile’s Ambassador,
Andres Bianchi; and Singapore’s Ambas-
sador, Heng Chee Chan. H.R. 2738, the
United States-Chile Free Trade Agreement
Implementation Act, approved September 3,
was assigned Public Law No. 108-77. H.R.
2739, the United States-Singapore Free
Trade Agreement Implementation Act, also
approved September 3, was assigned Public
Law No. 108-78. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of these remarks.

Joint Statement Between the United States of America and the Kingdom

of The Netherlands
September 3, 2003

President Bush and Prime Minister
Balkenende today agreed that progress in
fighting the global tragedy of HIV/AIDS
requires more and better coordination
among donor and recipient governments,
international organizations, non-govern-
mental organizations (NGOs), and the pri-
vate sector.

The United States and the Netherlands
therefore agree to cooperate on HIV/AIDS
prevention, treatment, and care in countries
in which both the United States and the
Netherlands have significant activities, in-
cluding countries that will receive special
focus in the President’s Emergency Plan
for AIDS Relief. The plan will start in

Rwanda and Ghana and may expand to
Zambia, Ethiopia, and possibly Sudan once
a peace agreement is signed.

The cooperation agreement will highlight
political leadership and public-private part-
nerships, which are a focus of both the
President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Re-
lief and the Netherlands 2003 AIDS Action
Plan.

This cooperation agreement is the first
step of a joint initiative in which the United
States and the Netherlands will seek to co-
ordinate HIV/AIDS activities, strategies,
and programs in African countries.
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NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Remarks in Kansas City, Missouri
September 4, 2003

Thank you very much. Please be seated.
I appreciate the warm welcome. It's nice
to be back here in Kansas City. I feel com-
fortable here. After all, it’s a place of good
baseball, pretty good football, and really
good barbecue.

I have come to this important city, right
here in the heart of America, to speak
about the future of our Nation’s economy.
I want to talk about jobs and job creation.
Kansas City in many ways symbolizes the
incredible energy and ingenuity and flexi-
bility of our economy. It wasn't all that
long ago that Kansas City was known for
rail lines and stockyards. Now, the economy
is a more modern economy because of the
spirit of enterprise that exists here and be-
cause of the willingness for the people to
work hard, because of the optimism of the
people in this part of the world. And I
share your optimism about the future of
this Nation.

America’s economy today is showing
signs of promise. We're emerging from a
period of national challenge and economic
uncertainty. The hard work of our people
and the good policies of our Government
are paying off. Our economy is starting to
grow again. Americans are feeling more
confident. I am determined to work with
the United States Congress to turn these
hopeful signs into lasting growth and great-
er prosperity and more jobs.

I want to thank Terry Dunn for his kind
introduction. I like a good, short introduc-
tion. [Laughter] 1 appreciate Pete Levi, the
president of the Greater Chamber.

I flew from Washington here today with
two fine Americans: Senator Jim Talent,
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who’s doing a great job for the people of
Missouri, and Congressman Sam Graves.

On the plane ride down, Sam told me
that his mother was going to be here today.
And T said, “T hope you're still listening
to your mother.” [Laughter] I'm still listen-
ing to mine—({laughter]—most of the time.
[Laughter]

I want to thank Paul Rodriguez and CiCi
Rojas from the Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce for—[applause]. 1 also want to thank
the board of directors and the members
of the chamber for allowing me to come
to discuss with you the future of this coun-
try.
Before I do so, though, I had the honor
of meeting Tom Holcom. He’s a Missouri
native who was out there at Air Force One
when—at the airport when we landed, to
greet me at Air Force One. He started
Angel Flight Central. He is a—it’s a non-
profit organization that provides free air
transportation to those in need due to a
crisis.

The reason I bring this up is that I know
the great strength of America is the heart
and soul of the American people. And ev-
erywhere I go, I like to herald those quiet
heroes who are making a difference in peo-
ple’s lives by volunteering time. I like to
tell people that it's important for this Na-
tion to usher in a period of personal re-
sponsibility. And part of a responsibility so-
ciety is to love a neighbor just like you'd
like to be loved yoursellf.

I want to thank Tom for using his time
and talent to help somebody in need. I
want to thank you all, if youre a member
of the army of compassion in this United
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